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As of October 1, 1994, the official fossil
shell of Maryland is an extinct snail, or
gastropod: Ecphora gardnerae gardnerae
Wilson. Actually, this same fossil snail was
first designated by the Maryland General
Assembly in 1984, but there has been a name
change. The legislature's action in 1994 was in
response to a name change by the scientific
community. The previous na.II).ewas Ecphora
Changes in nomenquadricostata (Say).
clature are nothing new for Ecphora (or for
most fossils, for that matter).
This fossil snail was one of the first
fossils from the NewWorld to be illustrated in a
scientific work in Europe. It has been reported
that a rather poor drawing of an Ecphora first
appeared in William Huddesford's printing of
the third edition of Martin Lister's "Historiae
Conchyliorum" (or History of Conchs) in 1770
in England. It was labelled "a marilandia", or
"from Maryland".
(Contrary to what has
appeared in print at least as far back as 1904,
this fossil was not the first from North America
to be so illustrated. That honor likely falls to a
fossil clam, now known as Chesapecten
jejJersonills, which appeared in Lister's own first
edition in 1687.)
The shells of the various species and
subspecies of the genus Ecphora constitute one
of the most unusual and diagnostic types of
fossil in the Miocene fauna of the mid-Atlantic
region.
Key characteristics
that aid in
identification by collectors are (1) a russet color,
which contrasts with the more common white
color of most other mollusks; (2) four strongly
protruding "ribs", or costae, which are T-shaped
in cross section; and (3) its moderately wide
umbilicus, which is a hollow cone-shaped
feature along the axis of coiling (Fig. 1).

-----------

You might wonder why the names of
fossils are sometimes changed. And why do
fossils have such "odd" names? Proposing
names and changing names are not whimsical.
Paleontologists have shown that there were
differences between the Ecphora quadricostata
from the upper part of the St. Marys Formation
(Miocene age) of Maryland and the Ecphora
quadricostata from the lower Pliocene strata of
tidewater Virginia.
Since the species
designation E. quadricostata had first been
assigned to the fossil from Virginia (thus giving
its name priority), the· scientific name of the
Miocene gastropod from Maryland had to be
changed. The honor of naming a fossils falls to
the paleontologist who first publishes the
revised classification and nomenclature.
In
this case, that was Druid Wilson, who was
working for the Smithsonian Institution at the
time. In 1987, he proposed the name Ecphora
Soon after that, two other
gardnerae.
paleontologists (Ward and Gilinsky, 1988)
further subdivided the genus Ecphora, and
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Figure 1. Maryland's State Fossil Shell
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introduced several subspecies. Thus was born
the name of Ecphora gardnerae gardnerae
Wilson for the distinctive fossil shell. (Strictly
speaking, from a taxonomy and nomenclature
viewpoint, "Wilson" is part of the complete
name and should not be in parentheses.)
There are other species and subspecies of
Ecphora in the Miocene strata of Southern
Maryland, and they each have their own
distinguishing characteristics.

The various species of Ecphora are fairly
common in the Miocene strata of Maryland.
Ecphora inhabited the waters of an earlier stage
of the Atlantic continental shelf, areas now
occupied by the Chesapeake Bay and parts of
Southern Maryland and Eastern Shore. There
are several collecting localities for the various
species of Ecphora in Maryland, and they
include all three of Maryland's Miocene
formations - from oldest to youngest, the
Calvert, the Choptank and the St. Marys
The name of the genus often, but not Formations. To the amateur collector, it is
always, is derived from a Latin or Greek word fairly easy to confuse the various species of
that is descriptive of some key characteristic of Ecphora. The most detailed descriptions and
the organism. The second part of the name photographs appear in Ward and Gilinsky
identifies the species and also derives from (1988). Ecphora gardnerae gardnerae Wilson is
Latin or Greek. The species name may reflect known to occur only in the Windmill Point unit
some characteristic feature of the organism, or of the upper St. Marys Formation (Ward and
refer to the locality where it was first found, or Gilinsky, 1988). The best specimens of Ecphora
may be a "latinized" word in honor of some are reported from the renowned Calvert Cliffs
noted paleontologist.
For example,' the north of Little Cove Point, Calvert County, and
Maryland fossil shell derives its genus name from Chancellor Point, St. Marys River, St.
from the Greek ekphora, meaning "protruding". Mary's County. Both locales are in the St.
The species name, quadricostata, comes from Marys Formation. However, these and most
the Latin for "four ribs" (quad = four; costa = other locales are on private property. All
rib), in reference to the presence of four strongly would-be collectors must receive permission
developed protruding "ribs", or costae. (Note from the landowner to hunt fossils on privately
that the T-shape distinguishes this fossil from owned land. At Calvert Cliffs State Park in
other related four-ribbed species of Ecphora.) Calvert County, collecting is allowed along a
The more recent species designation of small section of beach, but is not permitted
gardnerae is in honor ofU. S. Geologic8..lSurvey along the cliffs due to landslide hazard.
paleontologist Julia Gardner (Wilson, 1987). L.'1 Althol..lgh the State Park is rich in many
this case, the subspecies name is a repetition of Miocene fossils, it is a poor site for collecting
the species name, and the name "Wilson" specimens of Ecphora.
denotes the person who originated the species
name.
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PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE

We can now officially
extend our welcome to CMM's long
awaited Curator of Paleontology,
Steven Godfrey.
I had the
opportunity to talk with Steven about the fossil club's
involvement in the future of the Paleo Hall.
He told me that
he is looking forward to working with the club and reviewing
our suggestions for possible additions or changes to the
paleo exhibits at CMM.
Steven plans on taking an active
interest in the fossil club and will be attending our
meetings and an occasional
field trip.
He recently shared an
exhibit table with the club at SHARKFEST and joined in on the
field trip to the Big Brook site in Feehold, New Jersey.
Steven appears to have easily settled into his new career and
is eager to face the challenges which lay ahead.
We wish him
great success.
In my last message I discussed some of the problems
facing the fossil clubs at the Lee Creek site.
Unauthorized
individuals continue to gain access to the mine.
During the
feeding frenzy which takes place at the time the mine's
permission forms are being distributed to club members, these
non-club associated individuals reach in and grab the forms.
If these persons are caught breaking one of the mine's rules,
the club they entered with will be held accountable for their
actions.
-The field trip coordinator -and myseff 'are working
on a protocol which will allow us to maintain control and
hopefully eliminate this problem.
Our members will be
required to display their fossil club membership card or
photo identification.
Coming up on October 10th. & 11th., CMM will host their
annual Patuxent River Appreciation
Days.
PRAD is one of
CMM's and the fossil club's largest events and I encourage
all members to attend.
Come out and join in the fun, there
are no time requirements,
spend an hour or the whole day.
Members are invited to bring their own fossils for display.
The fossil club will be exhibiting fossils collected in the
Chesapeake Bay and Patuxent River regions.
I- need to know
the total number of members which will be attending this two
day event, so I can obtain the appropriate number of parking
lot passes and food tickets.
If you intend to participate in
PRAD, please call me as soon as possible at 410-795-8196.
Our newsletter is in desperate need of articles.
If you have an item which may be of interest to the club,
especially fossil hunting adventures along the Chesapeake
Bay, please send them to - CMM Fossil Club' PO Box 321
Sykesville, MD.
21784.

----------------------------------

Al Snelson

.~---_.

TREASURER

I

MEMBERSHIP

Cheryl

REPORT

Snelson

Currently, we have a balance of $2,255.63 in our account
and there are 104 ~emberships,
10 of which are new membe~ships.
There are 13 Life Members.
We would like to welcome aboard Stephen Godfrey,
of Paleontology at CMM and liaison to the fossil club.
also, like to extend a warm welcome to Stephen's wife
and his children, Michael, Katrina, Kendal and Adriel,
just arrived from Alberta, Canada.
We sincerely hope
will find Maryland to their liking and that they will
help them with their transition.

new Curator
We would,
Chrystal
who have
that they
let us

We would, also, like to welcome our newest members:
Jeffery, Louise, Sydney, Lauren, Brent, and Hannah Bass; Lea
Coryell; Tim, Mary, Elizabeth and Hannah Elliott; Penney,
Catherine and Emma File; John, Patricia and Angela Herndon;
Sean, Jo-Ann, Rachel, and Caroline Kery; Martin Meyer; Melissa
Perucca; Jack and Barbara Rottman aud Robin Sweeten.
An election, or should I say, a re-electon of officers
took place at the Spring meeting.
All of the previous officers
remain the same, with the exception of Bob Ertman, who was
elected to the position of Field Trip Assistant.
President - Al Snelson
Vice-President
- Herb Ermler
Secretary - Barb Ermler
Treasurer - Cheryl Snelson
Membership
Coordinator - Cheryl Snelson
Field Trip Coordinator - Kathy Haberny
Field Trip Assistant - Bob Ertman
Ecphora editors-Unofficially
- Al & Cheryl Snelson
Jim & Ginny Patzer
As you can see by the repetition of names, we could use
some help.
Please consider helping your club, even in an
unofficial capacity.
We would greatly apprieciate your support.
We would hate to see the club suffer from "officer burn-out"!
If you want this club to be successful, please, get involved!
Director Doug Alves has stated that due to insurance
purposes, members of the fossil club MUST be members of the
Calvert Marine Museum Society.
The privilage to attend field
trips cannot be granted unless each field trip participant is
a society member.
Nembers of CMM Society who have an "indvidual"
membership may not bring a spouse or children; only CMM Society
members who maintain· a "family" membership may include spouse
and children.
Also, fossil club dues cycle on a yearly bases, payable
on January 1, directly to the fossil club, regardless of the
anniversasry
of your joining the Calvert Marine Museum Society
or the fossil club.
Only Calvert Marine Museum Society dues
cycle on the anniversary
of your joining the museum, payable
directly to the museum.

FROM

THE NEW CURATOR

OF PALEONTOLOGY

I have had the good fortune and great pleasure of being able
to work in the field of Vertebrate
Paleontology
for almost 20
years.
The critters
that I have been able to study include
Carboniferous-age
rhizodont fish and amphibians from West Virginia,
Illinois,
and
Nova
Scotia
(Canada),
Mesozoic
plesiosaurs,
pterosaurs
from
China
and
Alberta
(Canada),
oviraptor,
velociraptorine,
and ceratopsian dinosaurs from Alberta, and living
sea lions.
The better part of the past 9 years was spent assembling
dinosaur skeletons or sculpting fleshed-out restorations of extinct
organisms for a variety of museums including the Swedish Museum of
Natural History (Stockholm, Sweden), the American Museum of Natural
History (New York), the Royal Tyrrell Museum (Alberta, Canada), the
Field Museum (Chicago), the Iwate Prefectural Museum (Japan), the
Noorder Dierenpark
(Emmen, the Netherlands),
The University
of
Chicago, National Geographic, and others.
I sincerely
hope that 'the abilities which I bring to the
Calvert Marine Museum will prove to be an asset as I strive to
accurately interpret the geology and paleontology·of
the Calvert
Cliffs and beyond.
At this early stage in my tenure I am already
keenly aware of what an asset the Fossil Club is to paleontology at
the Calvert Marine Museum.
All it took was one field trip!
Many
thanks to those who work the preparation lab, to those who donate
fossils to the permanent
collection and the discovery room, for
those who co-ordinate field trips and publish this news letter, and
especially the administrators
who keep these operations active.
I
look forward to getting to know you better, and hope that we can
keep paleontology vibrant and exciting, not to mention fun, as we
learn about the incredible diversity of life that has characterized
some of this planets 4.5 billion year history.

Stephen Godfrey
Curator of Paleontology

FASCINATING

FOSSIL

FINDS

PLEASE NOTE: Not all the specimens described in this section have
necessarily
been
donated
to the CMM's permanent
collection.
Unusual or exceptional
specimens which have come into the museum
for identification will be introduced for the benefit of all Fossil
Club members.
Some nifty fossils have come into the museum recently.
these is the lower end of a Miocene
camel metapodial
(foot) bone.
Yes,
camel!
The
distal
articular
surfaces, the rounded joints about
which the toes move, are reasonably
well preserved.!
could not resist
the temptation
to illustrate
this
element with the expectation that it
will in turn form part of a future
fossil facts.

One of

The other exciting specimen is a partial skull of a Miocene
dugong, or sea cow (Metaxytherium
crataegense
(Simpson, 1932».
This find, from a new site, is one of the better dugong specimens
collected from the Calvert Formation of Maryland and may well add
to our understanding
of the anatomy of these fascina.ting and
enigmatic animals.

OBITUARY
Margaret

G. Moran

The Calvert Marine Museum and Fossil Club lost a good friend
on 25 July 1998 with the death of Margaret Moran.
Mrs. Moran
allowed many groups of all ages to collect on her property near
Rocky Point (between the BG&E Power Plant and Calvert Cliffs
state Park).
In fact, the locality appears on maps in some
research papers labeled as "Mrs. Morans".
Mrs. Moran was an executive secretary at the Chesapeake
Biological Laboratory.
She was very active after retirement;
I usually made a poirit of talking to her on Wednesday mornings,
when she volunteered
in the Calvert Marine Museum shop.
She
generally joined her team bowling for the rest of that day.
She was still cutting grass on her estate and filling potholes
on the dirt road leading into it until she moved to a retirement
community in 1990.
Mrs. Moran would have been 86 this September.
The large
kentriodontid porpoise, Macrokentriodon
morani from the Miocene
Choptank Formation, was named in her honor in 1996.
Dave Bohaska
REPORT

ON FIELD TRIP

DEPARTMENT OF PALEOBIOLOGY
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.
A small
group, Scott and Don Patterson and Marty Meyer, joined Dave
Bohaska for a behind the scenes tour at the Smithsonian on 13
July 1998.
Most of the time was spent in the vertebrate
paleontology preparation
laboratory and collections storage
areas.
Afterward, Bob Purdy joined them for fossil
identification
and Roy S. Clarke, Jr. came down from the
Department of Mineralogy
to identify a possible meteorite; it
was slag, unfortunately.
Dave Bohaska

The trio of privilaged guests who toured the Smithsonian
prep lab and collections
storage areas were asked to share their
impressions of this experience.
They did so willingly and
enthusiastically.
Marty Meyer enjoyed seeing one of the' oldest fossils, a
porpoise skull, Lophocetus
calvertensis
(1841), from the Little
Cove Point area of Calvert County, Maryland, donated to the
Smithsonian before the museum actually opened.
He, also, liked
seeing the horned dinosaur skull, Triceratops,
that was cut

in two so that the internal cavities could be viewed.
Marty
brought several of his own finds to be identified.
One of the
pieces was a portion of a whale skull.
Dave showed him where
this piece would be located, by pointing to the area on a fossil
skull in the lab. Then he gave Marty a sketch of a whale skull,
on which he had circled Marty's piece.
He thought Dave was
very generous to go out of his way to arrange for a mineralogist
to identify his "possible" meteorite.
He was very much impressed
with the collection and staff at the Smithsonian.
Scott Patterson enjoyed seeing the fossils of dinosaurs
and Miocene whales, the latter being his favorite.
Another
object of interest to Scott was the Mammoth Fur that was sent
from Russia.
Sorry Dave, but, Scott shared with me that he
liked seeirig your "messy" desk, but, he was impressed that you
knew where everything was.
He thought that the field trip to
the Smithsonian was a good experience.
Don Patterson reported that he, especially, enjoyed the
laboratory where they make molds of the fossils.
He was amazed
at the row upon row of skeletons and how the collections were
pieced together and stored.
He expressed his gratefulness that
such an institution existed for the preservation and study of
fossils.
Don seemed genuinely concerned at Dave's description
of a dwindling Smithsonian staff; o£ how they're not getting
replacements and how this will effect the future of this
institution and the level of expertise that he had encountered.

Unaccustomed as I am to interviewing and reporting, I hope
that I have adequately and accurately represented Marty, Scott
and Don.
My apologies if I have not!
Thank you, for your
contributions
to this article.
Cheryl

Snelson

REPORTS ON RECENT FIELD TRIPS
Plum Point. On March 14, nineteen members including Dana and Tim Atkinson, Ed and Melissa
BarrO\vs, Tim Elliott, Pat Fink, Don Greaves, Tom and Kathy Haberny, Dennis McClevy, Joe
Miller, Bob and Pam Platt, Eric and Sara Seifter and their children, Jeff Sparks and Nancy Watts
arrived at this Miocene Calvert and Choptank Formation site on the Bay for the first field trip of the
year. Our host, Martin Meyer, greeted us and invited us to see his impressive fossil collection,
amassed over years of beachcombing at the site. We then went out onto the beach to collect, all
bundled up against the cold March winds. Found that day were a fish hyplural, lots of sharks teeth
including several large hmrus "'p., a nice ray dermal denticle and a FossilThi \ ••..atch (still ticking!).
Parkers Creek. Dave Bohaska arranged for our club to visit this Calvert Formation site near
Scientists Cliffs in Warrior's Rest Nature Preserve on April L In spite of the cold and blustery
conditions, seventeen members turned out, including Tim, Mary, Elizabeth and Hannah Elliott, Bob
and Hallie Ertman, Tom and Kathy Haberny, HenrY Hays, Joe Miller, Pam and Bob Platt, David
and Janet Rosen, Al Snelson, and Flo and Bernie Strean. Fortunately, it was sunny and there were a
lot of new slumps to search through. The finds included a Notorynehus sp. and several nice
Hemipristis sp. and lsurus sp. teeth, a C. megalodon tooth, two crocodile teeth, two crab claws, a
rather large fish vertebra, a large piece of whale rib, and many invertebrates (Anadara sp.,
Alereenaria sp., Nueulana sp., Chesapeeten sp., Echphora sp. and Crepidula sp.). Several people
found the rare Miocene brachiopod, Discinisca luguhris.
L

Chesapeake Ranch Club. Ourthird trip of the season to this Miocene St. Mary's Formation site on
the Chesapeake Bay \vas hosted by Pam and Bob Platt.· On April-18, Bob and Pam met Tim, Mary,
Elizabeth and Hannah Elliott, Bob and Hallie Ertman, Don Greaves, Tom and Kathy Habemy, Joe
Miller, Sandy Roberts, Cheryl Snelson, Jeff Sparks and Flo and Bernie Strean at the gate. From
there, the Platts led our cheerful group under overcast skies to Driftwood Beach. Fortunately, the
tide was very low and the water \vas calm. The group found a fish vertebra, Ecphora sp., cup and
saucer shell, fish jav,: fragments, porpoise vertebra, drumfish tooth, porpoise tooth, several sharks
teeth (Hemipristis sp., lsurus sp. and Galeocerdo sp.), two species of Busycon sp., Lunatia sp., a
crab in concretion, angel \\ing shell, tilly bones, Turri/ella (exultata and other sp.), Chesapecten
sp., and Buliopsis sp .. Then, as the sk.y-cleared up, our group \-vasled to Seahorse Beach for a very
pleasant walk on the beach. There, we collected a whale vertebra, several porpoiseiwhale bones, a
nice mako tooth, an angel \ving shell and several brittlestars. We had a great time, Pam and Bob.
Lee Creek. On May 16, twenty-seven members gathered in the parking lot of the pes Phosphate
Mine to try our luck once more at this famous Miocene site in Aurora, NC. The familiar bumpy,
dusty bus ride into the mine, led by Beck.')' and Frank Hyne, is always a lot of fun, \\·ith the joking,
the camaraderie and the thrill of anticipation in everyone. It was exiremely hot and muggy that day,
and more than the usual number of participants caught the early bus out. Our members found lots
of the usual vertebrate and invertebrate material including Hemipristis sp., lsurus sp., Galeocerdo
.sp., and Carcharhinus sp. teeth, a whale tympanic bulla, shark and fish vertebrae, Chilomycterus sp.
mouthplates, Sphoeroides h"perostosis gill plates, Sarda sp. noses, Pterorhytis conradi, Crepidula
fomicata, Fasciolaria beaufortensis, Buccinum sp., and Placopecten sp. Several moderate size
Careharocles teeth, a Notorh,Vl7chus sp. tooth, and a gill raker were also collected.

----
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Jones \Vbarf. Elinor Cofer kindly arranged for us to visit this Choptank and St. Marv's Formation
site on the Patuxent River on June 13. We want to thank Bill Barker, also, for his hospitality and
for helping us with parking arrangements. Bob and Hallie Ertman, Penney File, Don and Pat Fink,
Don Greaves, Torn and Kathy Haberny, Betsy Hallman, Henry Hayes, Jean Hooper, Joe Miller,
Barbara and Joe Shea, and Flo and Bernie Strean met to search for the beautiful tvfiocene
invertebrate fossils for which Jones Wharf is famous. After a brief rain, the sun carne out and we
had a very pleasant day. Panopea sp., isognomon sp., chesapecten sp., Balanus sp., sand dollar
fragments, bone fragments, sharks teeth (Hemipristis serra, Isurus sp., and Galeocerdo sp.), a
crocodile tooth and a Panopea "pearl" were found.
Clinton County, Pennsylvania.
Dana Atkinson organized our July II visit to the Red Hill site,
well kno"lITIfor producing remarkable specimens of Devonian fishes. In attendance were Marge
Cleven, Bob and Hallie Ertmar~ Torn and Kathy Haberny, Gene Hartstein, Henry Hayes, Dennis
McClevey, and Steve Noel. The Academy of Natural Sciences paleontologist, Doug RO\ve, led us
to hi's field lab museum to view the magnificent site collection, and he presented a wonderful talk
on the history of the site and the species found there. We then went out to the hill, and worked for
the rest of the day splitting open the talis and digging chunks of shale out of the hillside. Doug
kindly assisted vvith locating the fossil-bearing layers and identifying our finds throughout the day.
We collected abundant teeth and scales of the armored Eusthenopteron (a close relative of the
amphibia) and the fringe fin Osteolepid, Acanthodian spines, and Palaeonisc;d material. Well
preserved fertile and mature leaves from the seed fern Archeopteris sp. were also found. Especially
interesting were the microscopic teeth of the tiny shark Agelodus. Torn Haberny and Gene
Hartstein collected a beautiful megalichthyid skull for study at the Academy.
Smithsonian Natural History l\1useum. Dave Bohaska hosted this behind-the-scenes tour of the
Paleobiology Department on July 13. Please refer to his article in this issue for a review of this
interesting and informative experience.
Big Brook. On August 8, thirteen members including Marge Cleven, Barbara and Herb Ermler,
Penney File, Stephen Godfrey (Curator of Paleontology at the Calvert Marine Museum), Torn and
Kathy Habemy, Henry Hayes, Joe Miller, Steve Noel, Cheryl and AI Snelson and Jeff Sparks, met
at "marker 58" to caravan to this prolific Cretaceous site in Monmouth Co, NJ. The collecting
conditions couldn't have been better, ,\lith a nice cool breeze, sunshine and low water level in the
creek. The finds included two perfect Ischyrhi::a mira rostral teeth, (probable) plesiosaur tooth,
Enchodus sp. jaw fragment, numerous Enchodus sp. teeth, a pristine shark coprolite, shark and fish
vertebrae, an Edaphodon fin spine, Holoparia (crab) claw fragments, Brachyrhi::odus sp. (ray)
teeth, lots of teeth from the sharks Squalicorar: sp., Odontaspis sp. and Scapanorh}:nchus sp.,
belemnites, Ostrea falcuta, a nice gastropod steinkern and a horseshoe (EqUllS perhaps?).
Puree State Park.

August 22. This field trip \\till be reviewed in the nex"tedition of the Ecphora.

We sincerely thank all of t/ze kind volunteers who generously contributed t/zeir time and efforts
to host ourfossil collecting trips this seaSOlL Their efforts have made our field trip program a
very enjoyable, educational and interesting one.
Kathy Haberny

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS AND EVENTS
Please remember to call in for yourself and family members (spouse and children of the
member), or for one other club member, only, on the date and time indicated. Only current
members of both the fossil club and the Calvert Marine Museum can go on trips. For
information about club membership, contact Cheryl Snelson. The number of participants for
trips are often limited, so if you find out that you won't be able to attend after calling in, please
contact Kathy immediately, so she can contact those on the waiting list. Information on
directions, lodging, meeting times and meeting places will be provided at the call-in.
Call-ins are to Kathy Haberny at (410) 549-4701.

September 19, Saturday Morning. \Villows. Miocene Lower Calvert Formation. lIammond
I Iobbs is kindly hosting our visit to this site on the Chesapeake Bay. Many species of shark teeth,
including the multi-cusped Nvtorynclllls, and the rare whale shark Rhincodon have been found here.
Also collected are shark vertebral centra, ray teeth, whale and porpoise bones and teeth, and
occasionally Squalodon teeth. Call-in Monday, September 14,6:00-8:00 p.m. Limit 15.
October 10. 20th Annual Patuxent River Appreciation Days (PRAD). Volunteers are needed to
staff our fossil exhibits. Please call Sandy Roberts (410-581)-1791) to volunteer.
October 17. Lee Creek. \Ve sincerely thank all those who volunteered to help \vith the call-in,
and Marge Cleven, who got througbthis time to~ec,!re arlot~~urip for u~ to the "pit" this Fall.
Collect vertebrate and invertebrate fossils from the Miocene Pungo River and Pliocene Yorktown
formations at this phosphate mine near Aurora, NC. Call-in Monday, October 5,6:00-8:00 p.m.
Limit 40. Note: Due to several recent incidents at the mine. each participant must now show a
curreJlt ( 'MAI Fossil Cluh membership card to the ncld Trip Coordinator or helper, to receive a
Mine re!ease/orm.
October 24, Saturday Morning. Langley Bluff. S1. Mary's Formation. Telltative. pellding
recollstructioll of collapsed ell trance to the site. Elinor Cofer has graciously offered to lead our
group to this site on the Patuxent River. fossil crabs in concretions, gastropods (e.g., Busycon,
I~·cphora, Rusino[usis) and vertebrate fossils have been collected at this site. Call-in Monday,
October 19, 6:00-8:00 p.m. Limit 15.
November 7. Capon Bridge. I lerb Ennler has kindly offered to lead our group to this Devonian
site, and possibly a new site or two in Virginia and West Virginia. One can collect 360 million year
old trilobites, crinoids, brachiopods, gastropods and corals. It will be helpful to bring a rock
hammer, small cold chisels, and pocket knife. for safety and comfort, wear sturdy hiking shoes,
knee pads, gloves and safety glasses. Call-in Monday, November 2,6:00-8:00 p.m. Limit 20.
November 14. Saturday Afternoon. Fall Fossil Club Meeting at the Calvert Marine Museum.
The meeting will start at I :00 p.m. Activities to be determined.
Kathy IIaberny

Fossil Fragments
Cheryl

Snelson

At the spring fossil club meeting, we were treated to an
interesting lecture on the geology of Maryland by Ken Schwarz,
Geologist at the Maryland Department of Nautural Resources,
Maryland Geological Survey.
Ken enhanced his lecture with a
slide presentation and several samples of rocks.
He even hinted
to some possible fossil bearing sites in western Maryland.
Congratulations
to Mike McCloskey for having a fish named
after him.
Hopefully, he will submit something to the Ecphora
regarding this experience.
To members Marge Cleven and Steve Noel, who decided to
"paleo-bond", we extend our congratulations on their recent
engagement.
Thank you, for your donation.
New member, Sean Kery would like to learn more about
fossils he has found and Paleontology in general.
Please
contact him at:
skery@olg.com

the

If you have news concerning our members or articles for
the Echpora, please submit to CMMFC, P.O. Box 321, Sykesville,
MD

21784

Also, we ask that you report interesting finds so that
we, all, may be aware the kinds of fossils that are turning
up in and around Maryland.

Available

*Dental Instruments*
for purchase at the fall meeting,

Nov.

14, '98!

State Dinosaur of Maryland'
On May 12. 1998 Oovemor Glendening signed Maryland Senate Bill 520 desIgnating the dinosaur
NAstrodon Johnstonl" as the State dinosaur. The Bill takes effect October 1, 1998. The reasons
gIven for namIng Astrodon Johnstonl the Maryland State dinosaur Include: teeth from Astrodon
johnstonl were first recovered In Mulrklrk. Maryland In 1858: Astrodon Johnstonl was the first
Identlfled dinosaur In Maryland and was one of the earliest dinosaur finds In the United States;
Astrodon Johnstonl was the first sauropod described In North America: and the largest dinosaur
bone ever found In the State was the leg bone of an Astrodon Johnstonl, discovered In 1991 In a
quarry In Mulrklrk. Maryland. Anyone with access to the Internet can look up this information
and more (who sponsored the Bill. the hIstory of the Blll. the text of the Bill. etc.) at:
http://mlls.state.md.lls/
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