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Mike Ellwood found and donated this section of a Miocene peccary lower
jaw to the Calvert Marine Museum. The jaw is shown in a right lateral
view. The large open socket (as indicated by the arrow) on the top right
hand side of the image would have held a large canine tooth like the one
seen in the photo below (also indicated by an arrow). The two teeth seen
in the fossil are the second and third right premolars. Scan by S. Godfrey

Extant Collared peccaries.
They are closely related to the
extinct Miocene forms known
from Calvert Cliffs. Image
from:
http://jackmaryetc.com/Travel/US/T
exas/Images/036Peccaries.jpg
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Fossil Hunting in China
By Glenn M. Mattei
Having dreamt for many decades about fossil
hunting in China, I finally had the opportunity – my
job had changed and I was to work out of Asia
though not live there.
Fossil hunting in China is unique as all of the
land belongs to the state. It is rather like the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) for the entire country.
Therefore, any fossils found are the property of the
people of China. Essentially, no one hunts for
fossils, for this reason.
China is an enormous country. Driving is
impossible in this country because foreigners cannot
get a license. The Chinese have a hard enough time
as the test is extremely difficult and the cost is
prohibitive. Despite these liabilities, I had high hopes
that this foreigner was going to find some fossils in
China!
In my opinion, there are three fossil lagerstätten in
China:
1. Liaoning, China: Feathered Dinosaurs from the
Cretaceous Period. These great finds more or less
closed the book on Ostrom‟s theory that birds are
descended from dinosaurs. I checked this out and it
was an 18 hour train ride plus a one day drive to just
get there from where I worked.
2. Kunming, China: One of only three places in the
world where Burgess Shale-like fossil organisms
exist: Burgess Shale (British Columbia, Canada),
Western Utah, and Kunming, China. I have gone to
both Yoho National Park where the Burgess Shale
finds of Dr. Walcott were made and I‟ve actually
hunted in Western Utah and found a couple of the
organisms. I was excited at the possibility of going
to Kunming. I checked it out and it was about 18
hours by train and then you have to locate where
they found the fossils--a needle in a haystack.
3. Gobi Desert: Cretaceous dinosaurs by the ton
including, eggs and entire nests. You guessed it,
about 18 hours by train and then who knows how

many days by jeep through the desert. The only thing
I was happy with was my central location.
Well, I did not let this deter me. I would try
to find a location on the Internet. This too was a dead
end. Most people in China do not know what fossil
hunting is and even if they did it would be in
Mandarin on the Internet. I did what I knew best
after 50 years of hunting fossils; find my own
locations.
In China, I worked in an area that is very
similar to near to where I live in the US;
Washington, D.C. It is a large swamp that was filled
in to build cities, factories, and condominiums.
Swamps are not well known for preserving fossils
except for the La Brea tar pits, but I was not that
lucky. There were low mountains within 100-150
miles from where I worked.
Prior to going there a year ago, my first
thought was to send the people I was to work with,
photos and descriptions of what sedimentary
formations look like. They could then plan ahead and
try to locate some sites. Photos were sent of
limestone, sandstone, and shale formations: cliffs,
road-cuts, and quarries.
My first few visits there were disappointing.
Although my friends tried very hard to get me the
sedimentary locations, I always seemed to be going
to a mountain made of metamorphic or igneous rock.
To everyone other than me a rock is a rock. I started
to hunger badly for some fossil hunting. I actually
started looking at the stone monuments.

This is an example of the limestone monuments.
Photo by Glenn Mattei.
These stone monuments are “treated” versus
natural made karst features from a karst topographic
location. They are placed in a special lake. The lake
must be mildly acidic. They come back in 300 years
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(obviously “they” don‟t) but someone knows to
come back and pull them out. After 300 years they
look like a piece of limestone from a typical karst
topographic location. One day while looking at one
of them closely I found my first Chinese fossil!! I
was thrilled, a criniod stalk segment. Normally I
would not appreciate a crinoid fossil but this was my
first fossil in China. I decided that the Buddhist
monks from the temple that the fossil was a part of
would not appreciate my hacking away at their
monument so I left the crinoid alone.
I now had a real example of a fossil and the
rock type and asked my Chinese friends that were
with me where could we find this type of rock. My
guess was that it was 300 million years old. They
drove me to some caves and sure enough the English
sign at the cave said the stone was 315 million years
old. I knew not take anything from the cave being an
ex-spelunker but at least there was limestone in the
area (75 miles from work).

there. They also are very curious people especially of
Westerners. This is even more so when you go out of
the city to the rural areas.
People‟s pastime there is to climb mountains
and hills on weekends. I always would get smiles or
someone trying to practice an English “hello” when I
joined in their pastime. I finally gave up on finding
any fossils in China after 20 attempts. I did try to
find bits and pieces of pottery shards from the past as
the statistical likelihood of finding those was
significantly greater. One day while hiking up the
mountain I stopped and starting digging with my
hard rock geology hammer. Of course everyone on
the mountain stopped and surrounded me. I ended up
finding an ancient 7 Up bottle cap. I wonder what the
people thought I was doing digging up old plastic
tops. For me it was a good laugh.

My first China fossil - left of the front entrance is a
flower bed as long as the pearl mall. Photo by Glenn
Mattei
Inside a limestone cave in China. Photo by Glenn
Mattei.
Well, despite finally finding plenty of
limestone in the area I could not for the life of me
find even one tiny shell. My friend found one! He
became hooked on paleontology for life. About 20
trips on weekends to various hills, dales and
everything in between I had no fossils to show for
my efforts.
The Chinese people are wonderful, kind,
friendly and would give you the shirt off their back if
you needed one. I have made many lifetime friends

Yes, I found my first fossil in one of the most
unlikely sources; the flower bed in front of the Pearl
Market. The Pearl Market is precisely that, a market
where pearls are practically given away in terms of
US prices. My friends that live in the city wanted to
go shopping there. I had shopped there many times
so I was just hanging around outside looking at the
dirt when I found 3 pieces of petrified wood! The
pieces were sizable and my first thought was
someone came here to sell it and no one wanted it so
they threw it in the flower bed near the door.
Hunting in that same dirt, far away from the front of
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the building a week later, I found a number of other
small pieces.

Petrified wood from China. The smaller piece on the
bottom with holes is bark. Photo by Glenn Mattei.

About two months later I saw some
excavations near my hotel and asked the foreman on
the job to let me look. After some Chinese
persuasion from my friends he allowed me to look. I
of course found nothing. He asked what I was
looking for and I showed him. He said he found a
log and had had it at his last construction site north
of the city but later threw it out. The foreman did not
know the value of it even in China (about 300 US
dollars for a log). He was real sad. On another trip, I
found a beautiful piece of petrified wood that was
stream polished.
I have not gone to the north of the city but
intend to on my next trip to China. I could not tell
you anything about the wood. I would not even
guess the age. I saw a log that was for sale and it said
200 million years old. Although petrified wood is
about as common as the crinoid stalk section, I was
happy to have it. I have a special section of my
collection of petrified wood from about 25 states and
a few countries and now have it from China.
My close encounter with the Gobi:

Hunting for fossils in China. Photo by Glenn Mattei.

Before long everyone in the plant I was
working with knew I loved paleontology, especially
having given to them many shark teeth from the
Paleocene of Maryland and also many dinosaur bone
fragments from private land in Montana. My friends
wanted to take me to an antique place that was
special in the city they lived in.
I hate to purchase fossils because buying
them takes away 80% of the fun of paleontology
which is finding them yourself. I made it a rule many
years ago to never purchase a fossil unless it would
be impossible to find it myself. So I have out of my
two room collection, one belemnite fossilized in
opal, one raptor egg, one sauropod egg and one
cockroach in Dominican amber (actually as of 5
years ago found a 90 million year old amber fossil
site so the purchase was not necessary). All the
fossils were legally purchased. The eggs, from the
Gobi, were purchased many years ago.
I went to a number of antique stores and ran
across one which sold fossils. A number of them
were fakes though many more were real and were
good specimens. Through my translator, I was
pointing out to the owner the real from the fake. He
mentioned if I wanted to really see something he
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knew I would love, that I should follow him. He took
me to the place where there was a 3 egg sauropod
nest, a 7 egg sauropod nest, and a 9 egg sauropod
nest! These were the real thing and they were beyond
beautiful. I have only seen one nest in a museum
from afar. This time I could hold the nest and look
closely at it.
I was not able to photograph the nests due to
the unwillingness of the owner, nor did I buy them.
It is too bad that these could not be purchased by
some US museum. They will end up being sold to a
private collection. I can only describe for you what a
fantastic experience it was to be so close.
Well, my trips to China will be significantly
reduced in the future but my trips to Japan have
increased. I have started hunting in Japan with 3 trips
and all three times fossil were found. The second
time hunting in Japan possibly produced the oldest
fossil and the only one of its type found in Japan but
that is another story. ☼

Bizarre Feathered Dinosaur from
the Era before Birds Evolved has
been Discovered in China

Calvert Cliffs knows, Hexanchus teeth
exceedingly rare. Scan by S. Godfrey ☼

are

Parotodus benedeni
From Calvert Cliffs

Zodman also found this Parotodus benedeni tooth
near Plum Point…another exceedingly rare find! Go
Zodman go! Scan by S. Godfrey ☼

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7684796.stm

Submitted by Yasemin Tulu ☼

Fish Skeleton from Virginia

Six-Gilled Cow Shark Tooth
From Calvert Cliffs

Zodman found this nearly complete Hexanchus sp.
tooth as float at the Willows, Calvert Cliffs. The
medial (towards the midline of the jaw) side is
incomplete. As anyone who has spent any time along

Jeff Sparks found and donated this partial but
articulated Miocene fish skeleton to our permanent
collection. Notice that some of the skull is preserved
towards the end of the block of entombing matrix.
Articulated vertebrae string out in the other
direction.
Final preparation will demand the
attention of an expert. Photo by S. Godfrey ☼
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An Ecphora to Smile About

CMMFC member Kathy Ellwood found this
impressive Ecphora (see below) during a field trip to
Drum Cliff on the Patuxent River on November 1st.
Other members attending included: Mike Ellwood,
Bruce Hargreaves, John Nance, Bob Platt, Pam
Platt, and trip leader Bob Ertman.

Molding/Casting Workshop
Held at CMM

At a November 15th workshop held at the CMM,
fossil club members were treated to a preparator's
workshop organized by CMM Assistant Curator
Yasemin Tulu. Participants learned the art of
mixing powdered and liquid compounds used in the
molding/casting process. In the photo, CMMFC
members (left to right) Christa Conant, John Nance
and Ray Bacorn observe retired New Mexico
Museum of Natural History preparator Pete Reser
as he shapes a clay mold. Pete also gave a first-rate
PowerPoint presentation in the auditorium that
featured photos of a Permian herbivore that he
repaired and restored. Photo by Bruce Hargreaves
Submitted by Bruce Hargreaves ☼

Extinct Tortoise Could Live Again
Cross-breeding these living tortoises might re-create
the extinct species - though it could take a century.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7630239.stm

Submitted by Yasemin Tulu ☼

A nearly perfect Ecphora from Drum Cliff. Photos by
Bruce Hargreaves ☼
Club website: http://www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/cmmfc/index.html
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Miocene Crab Claw from the
St. Marys Formation

John Nance (CMM Paleontology Collection’s
manager) found this well preserved crab claw as
float. It is almost certainly derived from the St.
Marys Formation, which, as many of you already
know produces the vast majority of the fossilized
crabs found along Calvert Cliffs. Scan by S.
Godfrey ☼

Arthritic Dolphin Vertebra

Paul Murdoch collected this pathological dolphin
vertebra from one of the spoil piles at PCS
Phosphate Mine (a.k.a. Lee Creek). The crescentic
line on this end of the vertebra (the one that looks
like an exaggerated smile, as indicated by the arrow)
is actually the original outer perimeter of the end of
the vertebra. Obviously, a substantial quantity of
arthritic bone has been added to the outer surface of
the vertebra. Scan by S. Godfrey ☼

Very Rare Hexanchus Tooth

Curious Hemipristis Tooth

Tony Holt found this tiny (about ½ inch tall) and
unusually-shaped Hemipristis serra tooth from the
north end of Calvert Cliffs. Scan by S. Godfrey ☼

Steven Ferguson was exceedingly fortunate to find
this very rare six-gilled cow shark tooth in the St.
Marys Formation. As far as I know, it is only the
second one known from that formation. Scan by S.
Godfrey ☼
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Miocene Rhino Tooth from the
St. Marys Formation

Ray Bacorn was very fortunate to find and donate to
the Calvert Marine Museum this left partial rhino
molar. It was found as float along Calvert Cliffs.
Land mammal remains are exceedingly rare and
rhinos are just about the rarest of the rare. Scan by
S. Godfrey ☼

handsome specimen. This helical object was formed
when limonite-rich sediments infilled a vertical
spiraling burrow. The original burrow may have
been made by an invertebrate like a callianassid
shrimp (pictured below). Scan by S. Godfrey ☼

Burrowing Shrimp, Callianassa californiensis.
Image from:
http://life.bio.sunysb.edu/marinebio/softshore.html
☼

Elongate Tilly Bone

Cork-Screw Burrows in the
St. Marys Formation

Trace fossils are preserved in abundance in some of
the layers in the Little Cove Point Member of the St.
Marys Formation. John Nance collected this

This unusual Tilly bone was found by Tony Dresden
on the beach at Flag Ponds. Scan by S. Godfrey ☼
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Baleen Whale Rib with an
Unusual Bite Mark?

Pam Platt found this section of baleen whale rib
(full-length image on the left) that preserves a most
curious marking (enlarged above). Overall it could
be described as circular, but within the confines of
the outline, there are two deeper depressions on
opposite sides of the phenomenon. Bite mark,
natural erosion, who knows?! Scan by S. Godfrey ☼

Critically Endangered
Angel Shark

The angel shark (Squatina squatina) is listed as
critically endangered in a new listing for the northeast Atlantic. Conservationists are encouraged by
European Commission proposals to tighten
restrictions on catching sharks and rays. Image
from the BBC.
Submitted by Yasemin Tulu ☼
Club website: http://www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/cmmfc/index.html
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Richard Attenborough………John Hammond
Vince Vaughn………………Nick Van Owen

Paleontology on the Big Screen:
Movie Corner

Title: “Jurassic Park III” (2001)
The Players:
Sam Neill…………………….Dr. Alan Grant
William H. Macy………………...Paul Kirby
Téa Leoni…………………….Amanda Kirby

Disclaimer: Artist rendition of staff writer and movie critic
Shaka Rex (photo not on file).

By Shaka Rex

Welcome Readers to the last installment of
“Paleontology on the Big Screen.” The past few
issues had us look at such classics as “Bringing Up
Baby,” “The Beast from 20,000 Fathoms,” and the
original “Godzilla” starring Raymond Burr. For our
final installment we will zoom ahead to the 1990‟s
and look at the movie arc based on the late Michael
Crichton‟s best selling novel, “Jurassic Park” and
how it has shaped people‟s perceptions of dinosaurs
and paleontology.
The stats
Title: “Jurassic Park” (1993)
The Players:
Sam Neill……………………Dr. Alan Grant
Laura Dern………………….Dr. Ellie Sattler
Jeff Goldblum……………...Dr. Ian Malcolm
Richard Attenborough………John Hammond
Title: “The Lost World: Jurassic Park” (1997)
The Players:
Jeff Goldblum……………..Dr. Ian Malcolm
Julianne Moore…………..Dr. Sarah Harding
Pete Postlethwaite……………Roland Tembo

Jurassic Park
What happens when you mix paleontology
with genetics? You get the foregone conclusion of
“Jurassic Park” – dinosaurs and people alike have
run amok. Through advancements in scientific
technology,
one
enterprising
businessman
(Hammond), through his amazing wealth, has
harnessed the best of science and resources to extract
dinosaur DNA from insects entombed in amber to
recreate the beasts and place them in an
entertainment park on a remote island for the sole
purpose of entertaining people. To test his new
megapark out he brings in specialists and legal
advice, a potent mix for trouble. His trial group,
consisting of a lawyer, paleontologists (Grant and
Sattler), a mathematician (Malcolm), and his
grandchildren learn firsthand that not all is well with

Club website: http://www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/cmmfc/index.html

Club email: CMMFossilclub@hotmail.com

11 The Ecphora December 2008
the park. “Jurassic Park” became the pinnacle of
movie magic when it came out. It did so with a great
screenplay, compositionally it was incredible –
bringing the actors, animatronic critters, and
computer generated creations together to make a
coherent and believable display, that make even the
most steadfast viewer jump. Other than the
annoying children, the movie is a must see.
The Lost World: Jurassic Park
This rather unpromising sequel has some cast
members from the previous movie reprising their
roles for another adventure. It has become known
that a second secret island of dinosaurs exists and
our mathematician (Malcolm) sets out to study the
animals with his paleontologist girlfriend – everyone
should have one (Harding) at the behest of
Hammond before his financiers collect them for their
own selfish desires. Thrown in the mix for good
measure are also a big game hunter (there is always
one) to corral the animals and bag his own trophy
from prehistory, and an ecological activist trying to
sabotage the hunters‟ agenda. A rather lame follow
up to “Jurassic Park,” “The Lost World: Jurassic
Park,” also based on a Michael Crichton novel has a
terrific display of special effects that surpass the first
film, however the scripting and acting are just not up
to par.
Jurassic Park III
Grant is back in his element, with the
dinosaurs of long ago. Lacking the funds he is
persuaded by a businessman (Kirby) to make the
sojourn back to the secret island of dinosaurs as a
guide; a jaunt that would fund many summers of
field work and research for him. Upon arriving and
landing on the island he learns that there is more
than meets the eye. A guided trip has become a
search and rescue operation on an unknown island, a
trip that could become quite deadly. It is another rip
roaring ride through an island of dinosaurs, both
expected and unexpected and the only means of
transport is lost, the lost are found, and hope for
escape is all but lost. “Jurassic Park III” surpasses
the second installment and according to some may
even give the original a run for its money.

SPECIAL FEATURE!
By Shaka Rex

Welcome Readers to the special installment
of “Paleontology on the Small Screen.” As a final
curtain call we look at a special show that depicts the
true evolution of dinosaurs. “Star Trek: Voyager”
was one of the many shows of the Star Trek
franchise originated by Gene Roddenberry. The
show aired from 1995-2001, and the episode of
interest was originally aired 30 April 1997 called
“Distant Origin.”
Basic information of the series: the starship
USS Voyager was on a mission that went horribly
wrong, taking them 75,000 light years from home.
Their mission now is to get home and along the way
study the astronomical phenomena, the worlds, and
the peoples along the way. This particular episode
shows a saurian scientist finding the remains of a
Voyager crewman on a planet left over from a
skirmish with a hostile alien race. The saurian
studies the remains and deduces that the DNA is
linked to his very own. After tracking Voyager and
crew down, they are discovered, but are able to cast
aside their differences and combine their knowledge
to discover that the saurian and his people are the
evolved descendants of the dinosaurs of Earth, 65
million years ago (from a hadrosaur dinosaur no
less). This revelation supports his hypothesis of the
Distant Origin – that his race originated elsewhere in
the galaxy. The outcome of this research puts him at
odds with his ruler and society, as it breaks with the
dogma of their heritage and he is on the edge of
being branded a heretic. Even in another galaxy,
another race, science is being stamped out for being
counter culture and bringing knowledge to the
masses. What will happen? Will the saurian
continue in is his research, will he give up, or will he
die believing, nay knowing that his research is
valid? Only watching will tell.
☼

☼
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Minutes of the Fall 2008 Meeting
of the CMM Fossil Club
President Bruce Hargreaves called the
September 20, 2008, meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.
and welcomed people back after the summer.
Twenty-three people attended the meeting.
The first order of business was approval of
the minutes of the last two meetings which were
printed in the last two The Ecphoras. There was no
Old Business.
The Membership Chairman reported that
there were 76 paid members, six clubs, 17 lifemembers, five museums, and six staff or former staff
members. A request was made that any changes in
e-mails, or mailing addresses be sent to Pam Platt,
so that changes could be made to our The Ecphora
mailing list.
Dave Bohaska gave the Smithsonian
Report – The new and exciting “Oceans” Exhibit
(including both modern and fossil forms) opens
September 27. It includes some of the spectacular
Trilobites collected by Bob Hazen. Many other
fossils are included.
Grenda Dennis gave the Treasurer’s
Report – The Club has a balance of $4,982.
Bob Ertman, our fall field trip coordinator,
reminded people about the trip to Purse State Park
tomorrow, and also discussed the trip to St. Clair,
Pennsylvania, etc., on October 4 and 5. Slots were
still available and Bob described the area, what
might be found, and the site‟s age and formations.
Stephen Godfrey gave the Consultants
Report – The museum has, and is taking out in
pieces, the first nearly complete articulated baleen
whale from the cliffs north of Driftwood Beach. It is
about 25 ft. long. This whale was discovered by our
collections manager, John Nance. A series of
plaster jackets containing various whale sections,
presently are in the prep-room and in collections.
Much work lies ahead to prepare this whale for
possible display. At this writing somewhat over
one-half of the whale has been recovered. Some
interesting pathologies are showing in some of its
bones! To date, several ribs from the right side seem
to be gone, or were so badly damaged that they
disintegrated; in that area 23 fairly large Mako shark

teeth were also removed, and most of one flipper
was recovered.
New Business – The new magnifying glasses
that were ordered have arrived! They are available to
members and others for $3.50 each. They are 5x and
can be carried in one‟s pocket while collecting.
There was discussion of the closing, or
eventual closing, of the VMNH trips to Carmel
Church, Virginia, because Martin-Marietta is going
to restart quarrying there. Thus, either fewer, or no
trips will occur in the future. It was suggested that
Dr. Alton Dooley’s blog or web-site be checked for
details.
In the future, under the guidance from the
CMM Exhibits Department, there is to be a
Member’s Fossil Display Case in the paleontology
gallery, to be located opposite the prep-room. There
was a discussion of what kinds of fossils were to be
included. Stephen preferred that a single person‟s
finds be included at one time. He suggested that a
few fossils on display look better than a clutter. At
present, this case is housing the Jean Hooper
pontoporiid dolphin partial skull, and an explanation
of its taxonomy and importance. Member‟s fossils
would be protected by being in a locked case, and
they would be insured, just as other CMM exhibits
are. Member‟s fossils would be on exhibit for
between four to six months. A sign-up sheet was
available for those interested in displaying their
special fossils.
Bruce reminded all of us about the lecture by
Yasemin Tulu to be given at 2:30 p.m. in the
auditorium. The topic will be “Pathological Shark
Teeth and Ray Tail Spines.”
The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.
(These minutes were prepared by Pam Platt for Flo
Strean.)

Neanderthals Enjoyed Broad Menu
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7630042.stm

Submitted by Yasemin Tulu ☼
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Upcoming Events
February 28, 2009, Saturday. CMMFC Meeting
at 1:00 pm. Free public lecture will follow at 2:30
in the Auditorium.

incompetence. We will not belabor the point other
than to highlight one very explicit example that
might go on display in the museum to serve as a
reminder of how NOT to collect a fossil.
Remember, only YOU can prevent fossil damage.

May 30, 2009, Saturday. CMMFC Meeting at
1:00 pm. Free public lecture will follow at 2:30 in
the Auditorium.
July 11, 2009. Saturday. SharkFest at the
Calvert Marine Museum. Volunteers are needed to
help with the Paleo Department and our Fossil Club
exhibits.
Please contact Stephen Godfrey at
Godfresj@co.cal.md.us or by calling 410-326-2042
ext 28.
September 12, 2009, Saturday. CMMFC Meeting
at 1:00 pm in the Auditorium. Free public lecture
will follow at 2:30 also in the Auditorium.
October 10-11, 2009. Saturday and Sunday.
10:00 am – 5:00 pm.
Patuxent River
Appreciation Days at CMM.
Please contact
Stephen Godfrey at Godfresj@co.cal.md.us or by
calling 410-326-2042 ext 28, if you will be able to
lend assistance for the event or wish to display some
of your collection on one or both days.
December 5, 2009. Saturday. CMMFC Meeting
and Holiday Pot-Luck Lunch Party at 12:30.
Come one, come all and bring your fossils, a hot or
cold dish, drink, or dessert to share. Free public
lecture will follow at 2:30 in the Auditorium.

This Miocene dolphin skull was collected/broken out
in pieces instead of being jacketed to keep it
together. Consequently, the skull in this condition is
of very little scientific value and no commercial
value; a lose-lose situation. If you find a skull,
please let the Museum quarry it properly! Photo by
S. Godfrey. 

Rare Squalodon Skull Destroyed

Note: Field Trips will be announced in the March
issue of The Ecphora.
☼

How NOT to Collect a Fossil
By Tempty the Rex

In the June „08 issue of The Ecphora we
discussed the loss of valuable fossil specimens due
to theft, vandalism, and sheer collecting

The remains of a Squalodon skull in the cliffs at the
Willows. Vandals chopped this exceedingly rare
dolphin skull to bits. What a heartbreaker to loose
such a rare specimen. 
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and is the official newsletter of the Calvert Marine
Museum Fossil Club. All opinions expressed in the
newsletter are strictly those of the authors and do not
reflect the views of the club or the museum as a
whole. Copyright on items or articles published in
The Ecphora is held by originating authors and may
only be reproduced with the written permission of
the editor or of the author(s) of any article contained
within.
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