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CALVERT MARINE MUSEUM TRACKS INVADERS
Most of us have seen pictures of acres of trees blanketed
“Invasive Species” is a term right out of an alien movie script
— it sounds scary and threatening, with good reason. Concern with kudzu in southern states. Kudzu was shipped to farmers
about invasive species of animals and plants is not a new subject all over the country by soil conservation agents as a means of
to most people. We have known for years that various good controlling erosion. Twenty years later the federal government
and bad “invaders” are part of our environment, many of them figured out that it was almost impossible to control and put it
on the invasive species list. One of the most recent
taking the names of the place from which they came
of the local “scares” was the northern snakehead,
— English sparrows and Japanese beetles are
found in 2002 in a pond in Crofton, Maryland
just two examples. Most settle into
— presumably the result of the release
our landscape so successfully that
of this Asiatic fish from a collector
we forget they were introduced,
of exotic species or an Asian fish
rather than being native. And
market. The pond was poisoned
that’s a key difference:
and drained to rid it of these
introduced plants and
air-breathing predators,
animals coexist with
but to little avail. They
the environment
have now established
they adopt. When
a breeding population
an introduced
in
the Potomac River
species begins to
and could pose a serious
aggressively take
threat
to native game fish.
over, kill off, or chase
away native species,
Authorities have identified
they become “invasive,”
over 5,000 invasive species in the
causing great damage to their host site. Invasive
United States, with several hundred identified in the
species generally share three characteristics: (1)
Chesapeake Bay region. This modern problem
Northern Snakehead
they are highly adaptable, (2) they reproduce
is global in its effects, because “invasion” can
rapidly, and (3) they have no natural predators. Given this work in two directions. We are aware that the United States is
definition, humans qualify as among the most invasive species victim to invasive species that have made it here from foreign
of all!
nations. We are just as guilty of sending our own native species
Why, you may ask, should this be a problem? Isn’t it overseas, causing much ecological damage elsewhere. An
simply nature taking its course? Not when the introduction example is the comb jelly or sea walnut (Mnemiopsis leidyi)
of nonnative species is a direct result of human activity and that is a type of jellyfish common to the Chesapeake Bay. In
the consequences are so great to the environment and the our ecosystem they eat oyster larvae, fish eggs, and many types
economy. The natural world depends on a delicate balance of tiny zooplankton. Fortunately, they are preyed upon by the
between predators and prey that results in a remarkable sea nettle that everyone loves to hate. If not for the nettles, the
diversity of life in a healthy ecosystem. When invasive species comb jellies would be so thick in the Chesapeake Bay that many
move in, they upset that balance, setting off a chain reaction species would have a hard time reproducing. In the early 1980s,
that can have terrible consequences. The natural world allowed ballast water containing comb jellies was carried in a shipping
time for introduced species to adapt to their new environment, vessel from the United States and evidently discharged into the
or not. Human activity has greatly increased the speed and Black Sea. Without natural predators, the population of comb
quantity of introductions.
Continued on page 6
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MUSEUM BOARD FOR 2009
	The Calvert County Commissioners have appointed three new
members to the museum’s Board of Governors for 2009. Marianne
Harms, who returns to the board, resides in Calvert County, holds
current memberships in numerous county organizations and
societies, and is very active as a volunteer in various fundraising
projects. Donald P. McDougall resides in Solomons, and is a
member of the Coastal Conservation Association of Maryland,
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, and the Patuxent Riverkeeper
Organization. In addition to his experience and skills as a business
owner, he has an interest in historic preservation, archaeology,
and restoration/cleanup of the Patuxent River. Frank E. Taylor
resides in St. Mary’s County and is a propane marketer with Taylor
Gas Company, Inc. He currently holds memberships in several
These 2009 board members attended the board dinner on
national and local organizations; he is interested in expanding and
December 10, 2008, in the museum exhibition building. Left to
strengthening the relationships between Calvert and St. Mary’s right: Frank Taylor, Anthony Benn, Jeannie Stone, Wanda DeBord,
Counties. These new members were welcomed at the board dinner Marvin Oursler, Robert Currie, Mark MacDougall, James Perkins,
at the museum on December 10, and three retiring board members Donald McDougall, and Robert Crum. Retiring board members (not
were recognized for their service: David E. Butler, Dennis M. King, shown) were honored for their service. CMM photo by Bob Hall
and Robert L. Swann, who served as chairman in 2008.
Board members who will continue in 2009 are Anthony J. Benn, Pat G. Carpenter, Robert S. Crum, RoxAnne Cumberland,
Robert S. Currie (serving a second term), Wanda W. DeBord, Karen Everett (second term), Mark A. MacDougall, Marvin E.
Oursler, James B. Perkins, and Jeannie C. Stone. Ex officio members include County Commissioner Gerald “Jerry” Clark, CMM
director C. Douglass Alves Jr., and Capt. Stephen A. Schmeiser, USN, executive officer at NAS, Patuxent River. The Board of
Governors also serves as the Board of Directors of the Calvert Marine Museum Society, Inc., responsible for fundraising.
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	The grandchildren of Capt. George Garner Gibson (1900 – 1981) of Avenue,
Maryland, presented the Calvert Marine Museum with a limited edition print “Old
Friends” by St. Mary’s County artist, George F. McWilliams. The print depicts boat
builder Captain Garner Gibson in his box-stern dory boat Miss Ida that was named
after his wife, Ida Russell Gibson. The boat is shown passing the abandoned St.
Clement’s (Blackistone) Island Lighthouse, which has been recently reconstructed.
	The painting was commissioned by Captain Garner Gibson’s grandson, Dr.
Garner Morgan, and only twenty prints were made. Also shown in the picture is the
commemorative cross, built in 1934 to mark the 300th anniversary of the founding of
Maryland. Dr. Morgan’s father, Eugene “Buck” Morgan Sr., also a skilled boat builder,
helped to build the
cross.
Accepting the print
for the museum was
Richard Dodds, curator
of maritime history. “This
donation is very timely,”
said Dodds, “as we are
currently in the process
of gathering information
on local boat builders in
preparation for a new
Pictured left to right are: Gene Morgan, Judy MacWilliams, Dr.
publication.”
Garner Morgan, Debbie Nisson, and Richard Dodds.
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Membership and DEVELOPMENT
BLUE WIND GOURMET TO HOST
ART SHOWS TO BENEFIT CMM

Art by
Tim
Scheirer

Art by Mary Lou Troutman
During the month of January, enjoy art, wine, and food at Blue
Wind Gourmet as the restaurant and wine shop holds local art
shows to benefit the Calvert Marine Museum. The shows will
feature four local artists, delicious gourmet hors d’oeuvres, and
wines from a variety of vineyards. Admission to each show is $10
per person and all proceeds will benefit CMM.
The artwork of Joan Kocen and Mary Lou Troutman will be
on display during the first two weeks of the month. Art shows
featuring the artists will be held Wednesday, January 7 and 14,
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Artists Tim Scheirer and Ann Crain
will be featured during the second two weeks of the month, with
shows scheduled for Wednesday, January 21 and 28, from 5:00
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Art by
Ann Crain

ANNUAL APPEAL — Donations still
needed FOR COVE POINT LIGHTHOUSE
Members — your support is still needed to help restore
Cove Point Light Station. Although we have already
received over $19,600 for this historic beacon, we need
your help to kick off the second phase of this project — a
revitalization of the Keeper’s House. Plans include a new
roof and the restoration of the eyebrow windows. If you’d
like to make an online donation to Cove Point Lighthouse,
please visit our website at www.calvertmarinemuseum.
com. Donations are tax deductible.

Photo by John Hartman

Art by Joan Kocen
Blue Wind Gourmet is located on Route 235N in California,
Maryland, and is open 11:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. seven days a week.
Stop by Blue Wind Gourmet and grab a delicious meal, a bottle
of fine wine, and possibly even a piece of fine art! For additional
information please call 410-326-2042, ext. 16, 17, or 18.
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PATUXENT RIVER APPRECIATION DAYS
– OCTOBER 11 AND 12 –

These photos show the many activities of
this year’s PRAD, with good weather drawing
a record-breaking crowd on both days. One
major change was the relocation of the arts
and crafts exhibitors, as well as the food
court, from across Route 2 to the museum’s
parking lot. CMM photos by Rob Hurry

Winter 2008/2009

5

CMM AS A GOOD NEIGHBOR

Cindy MacArthur, CMM staff, and volunteer Kay McClellan collected
donations for the local charity SMILE at the George Winston concert
at the museum on November 14.
CMM photo by Bob Hall

A local Boy Scout troop builds a
skiff in the Patuxent Small Craft
Center with the help of CMM
volunteers and staff, with the
Washington Post documenting
the process. In the picture to the
right, the boys of the troop and the
reporter, Christy Goodman, discuss
the project with their scout master.
Photo by Butch Garren

	The Calvert Marine Museum takes its role in the community
very seriously. In addition to offering educational programs,
exhibits that help visitors understand this area, and events that
promote an investment in our environment and the history, we
are active players in the everyday life of Southern Maryland.
We acknowledge our role in the business community and use
every opportunity to promote local stores, restaurants, hotels,
and services. We invite the community to use the museum as a
gathering place or for informational meetings like the one recently
held on Lyme’s Disease. In this difficult economic climate, we
are also aware of the challenges faced by our constituents. Our
First Free Friday program and special free events throughout the
year ensure that no one will be excluded from the museum for
financial reasons. In addition, we liberally
distribute complimentary passes — during
2008 we gave out over 3,000 passes to
assist nonprofit organizations that serve
special populations or for fundraisers for fire
departments, libraries, schools, and all kinds
of nonprofit services. Being a central part of
the life of the community means much more
than offering good quality exhibits. Just like
a complex ecosystem, we are a vital part of
the dynamic web linking us to the everyday
life of Southern Maryland and beyond.

CMM volunteers sponsored and
decorated a tree for the annual
Calvert Hospice “Festival of
Trees” in November.
CMM photo by Bob Hall

At the “First Free Friday” on December 5, the museum
hosted the Patuxent High School Jazz Band as one of the
groups to entertain visitors.
CMM photo by Bob Hall

CMM organized a memorial service at the “On Watch” statue located on
the site of the Amphibious Training Base of World War II. Saluting were
(left to right): Capt. Andrew T. Macyko, Solomons resident Lt. Col. Vernon
Garner (Ret), and PCS Michael Brown. The color guard was from the
Naval Air Station, Patuxent River. Other local officials also participated.
CMM photo by Bob Hall
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CALVERT MARINE MUSEUM TRACKS INVADERS
(Continued from page 1)

jellies grew rapidly, reaching an estimated mass of one billion
tons in the Black Sea. This resulted in an 80 percent reduction
in the ecologically and commercially valuable anchovy catch.
	Invasive species are clearly an ecological problem, but as
with the Black Sea comb jellies, they can also cause serious
economic harm. One well-publicized example is zebra
mussels in the Great Lakes where the population has grown
to the point that they clog the intake pipes of municipal water
systems, costing governments millions to clean them out. Two
other examples with direct impact on this region are the oyster
parasites (MSX and Dermo), which have decimated the local
oyster population, and the chestnut blight, which wiped out the
American chestnut. Not all introduced species are bad for the
environment. Beef cattle, dairy cows, pigs, horses, soybeans,
and honeybees have all certainly aided in the economic growth
of this nation. It would be difficult to imagine what the impact
to agriculture and home gardeners would be if we did not have
bees to pollinate plants. Fortunately, there is considerably
more sensitivity today to this problem, as evidenced by the
extensive studies undertaken by federal and state agencies
before approving the introduction of the Asian oyster into the
Chesapeake Bay to augment the supply of our native oyster.
Because of current interest in the problem, the museum
developed an exhibit devoted to “Eco-Invaders,” presenting
facts about the various species that have established themselves
in our local area, with both live and mounted specimens, along

with descriptive texts. The “star” of the exhibit is the northern
snakehead (Chana argus), featured live in its own tank. As an
active predator, the recent discovery of these fish in the Potomac
River has concerned both federal and state authorities. In
another tank are live European green crabs (Carcinus maenus),
not yet found in the Chesapeake but a problem in New England
waters. Their appetite for clams could prove very competitive
to our native blue crabs. Another nonnative animal found in
the Chesapeake area is the nutria (Myocastor coypus), a semiaquatic rodent (similar to the muskrat) now found in the marshes
on the Eastern Shore. This is another example of the introduction
of a species with good intentions — to provide a new stimulus for
Maryland’s fur industry — but with unanticipated results when
some of the animals escaped captivity and began breeding in
the bay marshes. In contrast to the native muskrats that lived in
harmony with their environment, nutria bred rapidly and turned
out to have voracious appetites for marsh plants, ripping them
out, roots and all, resulting in the destruction of the marsh. In
the plant world, the native phragmites, a perennial wetland plant
in North America for thousands of years, is being replaced by
an aggressive European variety that pushes out everything else,
severely damaging many natural marsh systems. This plant is
also featured in the exhibit.
Many organizations, governmental and private, have
developed information and programs about the problems of
“invasives,” as is clear from the large number of sites that appear

European Green Crabs

Nutria
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in a search of the Internet. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
for example, is one agency with considerable information,
found at www.fws.gov/invasives. This particular website has
recommendations applicable to this problem, including the
following:
• Find out about the most troublesome invasive species
in your local area.
• Don’t bring animals, plants, and agricultural products
into the country illegally.
• Whenever possible, use only native plants that are
appropriate for your region.
• Try to avoid disturbing natural areas whenever possible
to reduce susceptibility to invasion by exotic species.
	The Maryland Department of Natural Resources and
Maryland Sea Grant have web sites, www.dnr.state.md.us/
invasives and www.mdsg.umd.edu, that list local invasive species
and also offer guidance on how individuals can help prevent
their introduction. A local group, the American Chestnut Land
Trust in Prince Frederick, has programs that concentrate on the
eradication of invasive plants in the woods.

Kudzu

	The museum’s exhibit was developed jointly among
the education, estuarine biology, and exhibits departments.
Funding came from Dominion and from the Calvert County
Commissioners.
Graphics by Tim Scheirer

English
(House)
Sparrow

Phragmites
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
By Sherry Reid,
Volunteer/Events Coordinator
As I reflect on 2008, it is important to remember
all of the successful events and programs that took
place in a year that seemed to fly by. Of course,
so much of the success the museum enjoys can be
directly linked to our volunteer family. During the
2008 fiscal year the volunteers logged over 21,800
hours, which translates to over $446,000 for in-kind
services. Thank you to all of the CMM volunteers
for giving so much of yourselves for the good of
the museum and its visitors — we could not do it
without each and every one of you.

Volunteer Council booth at PRAD in October.
CMM photo by Rob Hurry

CMM NOW OFFERS PREPAID GIFT PASSES
As gifts for family or friends, the museum now offers prepaid gift admission
passes with an appropriate design. The passes are the regular admission
prices of $7.00 each for a pass for adults; $6.00 each for seniors; $2.00 each
for a child 5 to 12. Also available on a prepaid basis are tickets for the May to
October cruises on the Wm. B. Tennison, at $7.00 each for adults, and $4.00 for
children 5 to 12. All prepaid passes/tickets are sold at the admissions desk in the
exhibition building, or they may be ordered by calling 410-326-2042, extension
12 or 21, with a credit card (VISA or MC).
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