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Roots of a Nation: Chesapeake Journey:
Review of Year One

At the Teaching American History conference on November 5 and 6, 2011, in the Small Craft
Center, Drew McMullen of Sultana Projects (standing) talks with the group.

Photo by Chris Cerino

In the fall of 2010, thirty-five teachers from Kent, Queen Anne’s, Caroline,
Talbot, Dorchester, Calvert, and St. Mary’s counties set out on a three-year
journey to improve their teaching skills through the Roots of a Nation Teaching
American History initiative. With one year of the program now complete, the
entire group came together at the Calvert Marine Museum November 5 and 6
for the second annual conference to learn more about CMM'’s focus, the War
of 1812, and to review the first year’s progress.

The conference kicked off with an Overview of the War of 1812
presented by Dr. Ralph Eshelman. Bill Pencek, director of the Star Spangled
Banner Commission gave an update on all of the events planned as part of
the War of 1812 bicentennial. Small group sessions included a presentation
on the Archaeology of 1812: Scorpion by head naval archaeologist George
Schwartz and a session by 1812 re-enactor Ed Seufert and members of Ship’s
Company. Naomi Coquillon, museum educator from the Smithsonian
Museum of American History, gave a talk on the Star-Spangled Banner exhibit.
The night ended with a performance by David and Ginger Hildebrand and
a pub sing led by Myron Peterson and Ship’s Company. The second day
was dedicated to process. During that session the program director, Chris
Cerino, Sultana Projects vice president, announced that the teachers had
shown a 30 percent rise in test scores over the first year of the program.

The Roots of a Nation program includes four partners, the Calvert Marine
Museum, Sultana Projects, C. V. Starr Center for the Study of the American
Experience (Washington College), and Center for the Environment and Society
(Washington College). Using the Chesapeake Bay as a unifying theme, Roots
of a Nation explores four key periods in American History: (1) Native American
history and European Settlement, (2) the Revolutionary War Period, (3) the War
of 1812, and (4) Slavery and the Civil War. Ak

WAR OF 1812 MAP
& GUIDE AVAILABLE

h or the next three years the nation
f will be recognizing the bicentennial
C of the War of 1812, the armed
conflict between the United States and Great
Britain that began on June 18, 1812, and ended
on February 16, 1815, with the American
ratification of the Treaty of Ghent. Although
much of the action took place on the Canadian-
American border, the British carried out attacks
in the Chesapeake Bay region, hoping to draw
American forces from the Canadian border and
also to bring the war to the nation’s capital. This
intent inevitably involved Southern Maryland
— no other region of Maryland suffered more
raids and skirmishes.

CMM has joined with Jefferson Patterson
Park and Museum, Sotterley Plantation, and
the tourism directors of the three Southern
Maryland counties to produce a “Travel Map
and Guide” to locate these actions in Southern
Maryland and to describe their accessibility
to visitors.  Funding came from the partners
and grants from the Maryland Historical Trust
and the Maryland Heritage Area Authority. Dr.
Ralph Eshelman provided the text for the guide
and Design Mason Graphics designed the 18-
by 23-inch, two-sided map and guide. Copies
may be obtained without charge at any of the
participating sites or tourist information centers
in Southern Maryland. At CMM they can be
found in the 1812 exhibit. Al
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

By Sherry Reid, Volunteer/Event Coordinator

Another year has shown the value of volunteers to CMM:  they have
collectively logged 23,292 volunteer hours for fiscal year 2011, which is equivalent
to $519,877 of in-kind service, an impressive figure in a period of tight budgets.
Our volunteers help staff respond to the needs of our visitors. Working hand-in-
hand with staff, the volunteers keep a tight focus on the mission and goals of the
museum, always working to make the experience richer. Thanks to the CMM
volunteer family, fiscal year 2011 was another successful year on the books, and
the work has continued up to the present. We couldn’t do it without you!

Typical events during which staff and volunteers participated were the
Waterside Concert Series, the Solomons Maritime Festival in May, Sharkfest! in
July, PRAD in October, and this month the twenty-seventh annual Solomons
Christmas Walk on December 2 and 3 (December 2 was also First FREE Friday).
Our visitors were entertained with live musical performances by the Cosmic Flute
Choir, Patuxent Voices, Stephen Godfrey and Robert Pfeiffer, The Good Stuff,
Southern Maryland Sound, and the Patuxent
Pearls. Visitors were also treated to lots of
homemade cookies, punch, coffee, and hot
chocolate. Of course, the celebration would
not have been complete without crafts for the
kids and appearances from the “Otter” and
Santa! If you are not a volunteer now, come
join the fun. Call 410-324-2042, extension
19, to sign up or for more information. Ak

< At the Solomons Christmas Walk on December
4, volunteer (and incoming board member) Bruce
Newell entertained young visitors.

CMM photo by Bob Hall

» At PRAD in October, volunteers Margaret Moore,
Sherma Munger, and Donna Miller served at the
Volunteer Bake Sale table.

CMM photo by Bob Hall

< CMM volunteer Christa
Conant was honored by Calvert
County on September 20 as

one of the county’s “Beautiful
People,” recognizing her service
to CMM and other organizations
in the county.

Photo by Dr. Bruce MacFadden

A Patuxent Small Craft Guild member Bill Lake (left)
provided materials for making model boats at the
spring 2011 Solomons Maritime Festival.

CMM photo by Bob Hall

STAFF NEWS

Several staff changes have not been reported previously —
new interpreters are William Loveless and Christine Schmidt.
Aletta Brown replaces Joan Nolan as a museum custodian.

Aquarist Laura Magdeburger participated in two

marathons this year: the Boston Marathon in April, where  Society. Ab

she set a personal record, and the Marine Corps Marathon
in Washington on October 30.
the latter, Laura appreciated the financial support from
museum staff and volunteers for the Leukemia & Lymphoma

For her participation in






